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ganized bodies exist with so many of the elements of pure
despotism in their constitution, it may be expedient and even
necessary for other large and more liberally constituted bodies
to exist in order to compete with them and prevent their com-
plete ascendancy if this be God's method; the amalgamation
of the splits of Methodism must be desirable, but it wants deep
consideration. Be cautious, my Love, let no personal benefit
weigh an atom with you. First be fully persuaded in your own
mind that such a step would be for the good of man and the
glory of God, and then work for it with all the skill and
caution necessary, but if not fully persuaded and yet not sat-
isfied to remain in your present position amongst the Reformers,
then consider whether you had better seek for yourself alone
(leaving the movement out of the question) admission amongst
them, think over their rules and learn as much as possible
about the way in which they are carried out, and lay the matter
continually and earnestly before God, for it is an important
matter to submit yourself to a conference of any kind; doubt-
less it would be to our temporal comfort; 1 feel this, but that
is secondary. Be fully satisfied it is your way, and then we can
rejoice in our prosperity without any misgivings as to the path
of duty.

Bless you a thousand times, I only want to see you happy
and useful, and I care not where or how, provided it be ac-
cording to God's will. You will excuse all this advice, etc.
I did not think of writing thus, but the subject agitates my
heart and so 1 could not but give it utterance. Those thought-
fully expressed words about preferring to go back to business
to staying with the Reformers have made me feel anxious,
not because I wish you to remain in your present position, nor
because it may defer our union, no, only because I fear you
should get wrong, though I very much question whether the
movement is exactly your sphere. You must consider the law
of your own mind. Do pray very earnestly about it, seek
specially and solemnly God's guidance; search your heart be-
fore Him in secret, be determined, bring your soul to it in
spite of all obstacles, and 1 am sure He will direct you. I
have begun to pray about it regularly. As to business, I be-
lieve you may just as faithfully serve Gocl in it as in the
Ministry; whichever is your right place there you can best
serve Him, and He knows which is; and more, He can in
defiance of circumstances put you in it. Oh that He may thus
graciously fix the bounds of your habitation and choose our
inheritance for us; do not take any steps in order to marry
which you would not take if you did not know me. I hope
Mr. L. does not think that I am in a hurry to be married, and
have unsettled your mind because you say, he thinks we want
to get married. Much as I feel this separation and absence I